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For each of the secondary readings, please write in no more than three sentences the authorÕs thesis.  

These must be e-mailed to me (at the latest) by Sunday night at &pm preceding the class.  Defining the 

thesis will not only help us to have a better class discussion but also give you an easy way of reviewing 

the articles when you (I hope) one day teach them yourselves! Bri ng a copy of your thesis statement to 

class each week. 

 

Final Exam 

The final will focus on the secondary readings.  You will be asked to prepare one new rabbinic text from 

either 5%" +*%' !$) 1(  or the secondary readings and analyze it with the techniques we have used during the 

semester Ð the sugyah itself, %ishonim, the authorÕs perspective, and your perspective. The final must be 

handed in on time.  More details to follow! 

 

Required Texts:  

5%" +*%' !$) 1( !

Course pack (available from University Readers) 

Optional text: 

, %" 26( !; . +'  

 

 

Sept. 8 
!5%" +*%' !! &" (  

#$61+$!'! ) / ! !" 2*(   
 
Sept. 15 

- !. !5%" +*%'"!#(- !. !!"!.)!! &" ((+$*%. #!/ - !294( !! *%. #!/ - . !* !
Rachel Biale, ÒMarriage,Ó ÒDivorceÓ in Women and Jewish Law, Schocken Books, 1984. 44-101, 269- 
273. 
 
Sept. 22 

- !. !5%" +*%'"!#(- !3!"8" ( ! !# !
Judith Romney Wegner, ÒChattel or Person?Ó and ÒThe Autonomous WomanÓ in Chattel or Person? The 
Status of Women in the Mishnah, Oxford University Press, 1988. 10-19, 114-144, 220Ñ 221, 234-239. 
 
Oct. 27 

- !3"!#(3!- !"!.)!%#(!%: +-( / !#" %2*!#&%%&(($2+)!24#!2. *!5%#+!!* !
Judith Hauptman, ÒRitual,Ó in Rereading the Rabbis: A WomanÕs Voice, Westview Press, 1998. 221-243. 
 
Daniel Boyarin, ÒLusting after Learning: The Torah as Ôthe Other WomanÕ,Ó in Carnal Israel, University 
of California Press, 1993. 134-166. 
** Note the 2 articles for this weekÕs class** 
 
!
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Nov. 3 
- 3" #–- 3 "8"(! .  

Charlotte Fonrobert, “The Hermeneutics of Colors and Stains: The Rabbinic Science of Women’s Blood,” 
in Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender, Stanford University 
Press, 2000. 103-127, 256-265. 
 
Nov. 10 

- *" .) #%&$* #)!( !/ %$%%( #&$+–4'$ %) #/+ 4'% %) (   
Miriam Peskowitz, “Spinning Tails: On Reading Gender and Otherness in Tannaitic Texts,” in The Other 
in Jewish Thought and History: Constructions of Jewish Culture and Identity, ed. Lawrence J. Silberstein 
and Robert L. Cohn, New York University Press, 1994. 91-120.  
 
Nov. 17 

 - !" .)$" 01). *7%) 2–5&.2* 5&%"%%4+  (  
Michael Satlow, “Homoeroticism” in Tasting the Dish: Rabbinic Rhetorics of Sexuality, Scholars Press, 
1995. 185-222. 
 
Nov. 24 

- +" #)$" %$"# $# %2! 2–+'%$ (  
Daniel Boyarin, “Rabbis and Their Pals” in Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the 
Invention of the Jewish Man, University of California Press, 1997. 127-150. 
 
Dec.1 

4 -".) $"2 %"*'$! %/ !&(. +$/:& –%)! $.%%4( !%. $#(  
Gwynn Kessler, “Let’s Cross That Body When We Get to It: Gender and Ethnicity in Rabbinic 
Literature,” in JAAR 73: 2005, 329-359. 

! This article can be found on-line through the Hebrew College library  
 
Dec. 8 

- 4 5%"+*%'" .–- : " #) 5%.9( #' !+!* #2.3 #+!!–$"*+'( !&%# #$)/!+ (  
Charlotte Fonrobert, “When Women Walk in the Way of their Fathers: On Gendering the Rabbinic Claim 
to Authority,” in Journal of the History of Sexuality 10, 3-4 (2001), 398-415. 

! This article can be found on-line through the Hebrew College library 
 
Dec. 15 

- 4 5%"+*%'" .–- : " #) 5%.9( #' !+!* #2.3 #+!!–$"*+'( !&%# #$)/!+ (  
Cynthia M. Baker, “Inside Out and Outside In” in Rebuilding the House of Israel: Architectures of 
Gender in Jewish Antiquity, Stanford University Press, 2002. 113-144, 216-226. 
 
Dec .22 
Final preparation – no class 
 




