
Hebrew 7 
Hebrew College 

Fall 2008 
 

Instructor 
Harvey N. Bock 
Phone: (617) 381-4260 
Fax: (617) 663-6129 
E-mail: hbock@hebrewcollege.edu 

Office hours to be announced 

Prerequisites 
Hebrew 5 and 6 or equivalent 
 

Course Description 
 
The focus of this course will be on strengthening the students’ Hebrew skills, with a 
focus on Biblical Hebrew. We will conduct a review of the grammar of Biblical Hebrew, 
building on the students’ prior knowledge of general Hebrew grammar; we will 
emphasize the contrastive features of Biblical Hebrew in comparison with those of later 
Hebrew, particularly in the area of syntax. To the extent possible, the texts from which 
we will draw our illustrations will be coordinated with the texts that the students are 
concurrently studying in the Shanah Aleph Tanakh class. 
 
Secondarily, we will devote some time each week to working in Modern Hebrew, in 
order to maintain and advance the students’ skills. We will use a variety of contemporary 
written and oral materials for this purpose, and this portion of the course will be 
conducted in Hebrew. 
 

Course Materials 
 
Harvey N. Bock, Hebrew Grammar: An Introduction to Traditional Hebrew Grammar 
for Students of Modern Hebrew (“Introduction”) (unpublished) 
 
Gary A. Long, Grammatical Concepts 101 for Biblical Hebrew (“Concepts”) 
(Hendrickson: Peabody, MA, 2003) 
 
University Readers coursepack (Materials in the coursepack are indicated by an asterisk.) 
 



Syllabus 
 
Week 1: Introduction to the study of Biblical Hebrew; reference works; use of 
biblical lexica; overview of Biblical Hebrew 
 

Reading: *J. Huehnergard, “Introduction,” in J. Kaltner & S. L. McKenzie (ed.), 
Beyond Babel: A Handbook for Biblical Hebrew and Related Languages 
(“Babel”) (SBL: Atlanta, 2002); *J.A. Hackett, “Hebrew (Biblical and 
Epigraphic)”, in Babel 

 
 
Week 2: Masoretic notation system; consonants; the degeshim 
 

Reading: Textbook, chapters 1–2 
 

 
Weeks 3–5: The vowel system; syllable structure; the sheva’im; the effect upon 
vowels of changes of stress; segholate nouns; vocalization of proclitic particles 
  
 Reading: Weeks 3–4: Textbook, chapters 3–5; Week 5: Textbook, chapters 6–7 
and Appendix 1 
 
There will be a cumulative test at the end of Week 5. 
 
 
Weeks 6: The verb system: the binyanim; stative verbs; infinitives; participles 
 
 Reading: Concepts, pp. 73–86 
 
 
Week 7: The verb system: modals; “converted” forms; object pronouns 
 

Reading: *M.J.A. Horsnell, A Review and Reference Grammar for Biblical 
Hebrew (McMaster University: Hamilton, Ontario, 1998), pp. 263–266 
 
 

Week 8–9: Verb syntax: the sequencing of vayyiqtol/qatal and veqatal/yiqtol; the 
significance of word order; the sequencing of modal forms 
 
 Reading: Concepts, pp. 87–120 
 
 
Week 10: Syntax: the use of infinitives; adverbs; hendiadys 
 
 Reading: Concepts, pp. 69–72, 80–81, 123–142 
 



Week 11–12: The cantillation system 
 
Week 13–14: Features of Biblical poetry 
 
 Reading: TBA 
 
There will be a final exam at the end of the semester. 
 

Reference Materials 
 
Dictionaries 
 
F. Brown, S.R. Driver & C.A. Briggs (ed.), A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old 

Testament with an Appendix Containing the Biblical Aramaic (corrected ed.; 
Clarendon Press, 1952; also available in printings by other publishers)  

L. Koehler and W. Baumgartner, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament 
(2-volume “student edition”; Brill, 2001) 

 
Grammars 
 
W. Gesenius, E. Kautsch, and A. E. Cowley, GeseniusÕ Hebrew Grammar (2nd ed.; 

Clarendon Press, 1910). 
P. Joüon, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew (trans. and rev. T. Muraoka; Pontifical Biblical 

Institute, 1996). 
C.H.J. van der Merwe, J.A. Naudé, and J.H. Kroeze, A Biblical Hebrew Reference 

Grammar (Sheffield Academic Press, 1999). 
M. O’Connor and B.K. Waltke, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax (Eisenbrauns, 

1990)   
F.C. Putnam (ed.), A Cumulative Index to the Grammar and Syntax of Biblical Hebrew 

(Eisenbrauns, 1996) 
R. J. Williams, Hebrew Syntax: An Outline (2nd ed.; University of Toronto Press, 1976) 
 
 
Tables 
 
Verbs: 
 
S. Barkaly, S., ! "#$ ! %"&' $ ( )" (Reuben Mass, 1970) 
Y. Tzedakah, "&)' $ *)( )" (Kiryat Sefer, 1971) 

 
Nouns: 
 
S. Barkaly, ! "#$ *)+#$ ( )" (Reuben Mass, 1969) 


