Hebrew College, Education 601
Models of Teaching and Reflective Practice in Jewish Education
Fall, 2008

Instructor: Susie Rodenstein Phone: (617) 928-3431
Best time to call: 8 — 10 PM

Thursdays, 11:15 AM - 1:15 PM E-Mail: susiel818@gmail.com

Rabbi Yishmael bar Rabbi Yossi said: One who studies Torah in order to teach, is
given the means to study and to teach; and one who studies in order to practice, is
given the means to study and to teach, to observe and to practice.

Pirkei Avot, 4:6

May we excel in this tradition of learning, teaching and observation to enrich our
practice!

Course Goals:

¢ Tounover our vaues and assumptionsas Jewish educators througha process
of guided reflection

¢ To modd teaching strategies that can be adgpted in classroom settings

¢ Todeveloptheability to trandorm content into pedagogy

¢ To create acollegia nework within the class which will suppot and

encourage experimentation with new techniques and collaborative problem-
solving

Required Texts:

Fried, Robet L. The Passionate Teacher. Bogon, MA: Beacon Press, 1995p™
Edition, 2001.(Additiond chgpter addressing theveteran teacher fromthe 2001
editionisavailable in thelibrary, onreserve.)

Moskowitz, Nechama Skolnik(ed.) The Ultimate Jewish Teacher’s Handbook.
Denver, CO: Alternativesin ReligiousEducation, 2003.

Recommended Resources:
Fried, Robeat L. The Passionate Learner. Bogon, MA: Beacon Press, 2001.

Starin, Carol Oseran. Let Me Count The Ways: Practical Innovations for Jewish
Teachers. LosAngdes. Torah Aura Publications 2000.



Course Requirements and Expectations:

In additionto required readingsand other selections distributed during the
semester, students will be expected to:

1. Participate in practice of teaching strategies in class.

2. Keep a journal reflecting progress as a student and teacher, with aminimum of
oneentry per week. Hand-written journds will becollected weekly, thoughthe
preferred methodof submissonisviaemail, asaWord attachment.

3|. Present a micro-lesson and provide congructive feedback to fellow studentsin
class

4. Write a onetwo page essay describing your GtanceQor Ani Ma’amin as a
Jewish educator.

5. Final Written Project

Develop a minimum of three separate lesson plansusng different strategies based
uponthe same gods. Reflect onyour choice of strategy and discuss the unique
features of the outcomes based uponthe selected method. Be prepared to present
highlights of one of these lesson plans in class. A fully annotted resource packet
for teacher and student, induding a complete bibliography, mug beinduded.

OR

An aternative project to bediscussed with ingructor.

Course Outline

September 11

The Jewish Teacher
What is unique about Jewish teaching?
Who/what contributes to effective teaching?

Readings for next time:

Abramson, Robet. CCreating a Tent of Torah: Successful Synagogue
Education.OUnited Synagogue Review, Spring 19%4.

Coope, JoanneE. Odling Our Own Stories. The Reading and Writing of
Joumads or DiariesOin Stories Lives Tell: Narrative and Dialogue in Education,
Ed. Carol Witherell & Nel Noddings New Y ork: Teachers College Press, 1991.
(Excerpts)

Reisman, Bernard. Needed: A Paradigm Shifting in Jewish Education QJewish
Education: 1602, Summer 1993



Scheffler, Israel. Qewish Education; Purposes, Problems and PossibilitiesOin
Curriculum, Community, Commitment: Views on the American Jewish Day
School in Memory of Bennett Solomon, Ed. by Daniel J. Margolisand Elliot Salo
Schoenbeag. West Orange N.J.: Behrman House, 1992.

Optional Readings:

CBuppotive 1 Grade Teachers Help Students Succeed, Study Find<O
By LindaJacobson, Education Week, September 14, 2005

CClimb Every Moun&inOTeachers who think they should make a difference...do! By Laura
LoGerfo, Education Next, Summer 2006 (vol. 6, no. 3).

http://www.educationnext.org/2006368.html

Journal Entry: OASignificant Jewish Educator in My LifeO

September 18
The Jewish Teacher

Issues in Jewish Education
Reflective Practice/Journal Writing

Readings for next time:

Brandt, Ron. (Dn Teaching for Undestanding: A Conversation With Howard
Gardnea.O Educational Leadership, April 1993.

Brookfield, Stephen D. Becoming a Critically Reflective Teacher. Jossey-Bass.
N.Y., 1995,pp.22D26.

Shulman, Judith H. and Colbert, Jod A., Eds QVha isaVigneteOin The Intern
Teacher Casebook. LosAngdes, California: Far West Laboratories, 1983.

Willis, Scott. Managing Today's ClassroomO Education Update, Assodation
for Supevision and Curriculum Development, September 1996.
http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/template. MAXIMIZE/menuitem.c97770239
d90bd®&85516¥7621088cd 7 avax.portlet.tpd=d50O0falad9326680551 662108
alc_ ws MX&javax.portlet.prp_d5b96falad9326805516¥621088c viewlD=i
ssue view& javax.portlet.prp_d5b96falat93266805516f621088c joumadmoid
=9838194b7eff00VgnVCM1000003d012c0RCRD& javax.portlet.begCacheT o
k=token&javax.portlet.endCacheT ok=token

Ultimate: Chapter 11, Mevelopmental PsychologyOby Robeta L ouis Goodman,
and Chgpter 19, uilding a Classroom Community throughThoughtul
Classroom ManagementOby Marilyn A. Gootman.

Optional Readings



Mamchur, Carolyn. A Teacher’s Guide to Cognitive Type Theory and Learning
Style. Alexandria, VA: ASCD, 1996 (On reservein thelibrary.)

Ultimate: Ch. 25 Q\pplying 4Mat to Jewish Curriculum and IngructionCby
Cynthia Dolgin, Bernice McCarthy, and Marcey Wagne'.

Journal Entry: O@mpos a vignette from a recent classroomexperience.
Include an opening statement and description of context.O

September 25

Guest lecturer: Sandy Miller-Jacobs, Director of Jewish Special Education
Programs, Hebrew College

The Student: Developmental Issues
Creating Rapport/ Motivation
Learning Styles

The Setting: Creating Community/School Climate

Management Issues

Critical Colleagues: Vignettes

Readings for next time:

Ultimate: Chapter 1, Beyond Apples and Honey,Oand Chapter 24, GCurriculum Planning: A
Modd for UndastandingQoy Nachama Skolnick Moskowitz.

The Passionate Teacher: pp.1D69.

Silverman, Jerry. CEighteen Classroom Techniques.O Pedagogic Reporter, April,
1990.

The following enrichment articles on the application of Multiple Intelligence
Theory will be provided electronically:

Educationd Leadership September 2006| Volume 64 | Number 1
Teaching to Student Strengths  Pages 8-15, (Celebrate Strengths, Nurture
Affinities: A Convasationwith Me LevineOMarge Scherer.

"Can | Pick More Than One Project? © Case Studies of Five Teachers Who Used
MI-Based Ingructiond Planning by M. Gail Hickey, 2004

QMlindful Curriculum Leadership for Students With Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder: Leadingin Elementary Schools by Using Multiple
Intelligences Theory (SUMIT)Oby Victoria Schirduan & Karen Case, 2004



Learner-Centered Ingruction and the Theory of Multiple Intelligences With
SecondLanguaye Learners by Marjorie Hall Haley, 2004

Journal Entry: OATime When | Was Significant in the Life of a StudentO

October 16
A Text Study. Rav Shimi bar Ashi and Rav Papa

The Content of Jewish Education
Planning a Unit

Content Selection

The Curriculum Web

Reading for next time:
The Passionate Teacher: pp.70D130Q
Optional Readings:

ASCD. Understanding by Design Handbook. Alexandiia, VA, 1999. (On
reserve, in thelibrary.) Chapter 2 QJndestanding UndestandingOwill be
provided electronically alongwith atemplate for developing Curriculum By
Design.

Written Assignment: OCoos one question for reflection (included in the text
study doaument) to respond to asa follow-up to this class.O

October 23

Lesson Plans. developing goals and writing instructional objectives
ThelLesson:  set induction, stimulus variation, closure

Readings for next time:

Ultimate: Chapter 44, (OTeacher, May |Ea nd Other Classroom QuestionsOby
Janice P. Alper and ShaynaFriedman.

Messenge, Nancy. (Bloonis Taxonony Meets Bereishit.O Jewish Education
News, Winter 1996.

Optional Reading:

Trgjos Nancy. “Questioning the Answers.OWashington Post, May 21,2001,



P. A12 hitp//www.word-gems.com/education.socratic.htmil.

Written Assignment: OQoo a topic you@ like to design alearning unit for.
Create a curriculum web to bereviewed in class next week. O

October 30
Group work: Critical Colleagues - Curriculum Webs
Classroomtalk: questioning and listening skills practice activities

Readings for next time:

Wolk, Steven. QProject-Based L earning: Pursuits With a Purpose.OEducational
Leadership, November 1994.

Ultimate: Chapter 30 GCoopeative or Collaborative L earningQoy Carol K.

Ingdl, Chapter 29 Q_earning CentersOby Marci Rogozn and RonnaFox, and
Chapter 51 GEnriching Ingruction with GamesOby Susan Arias Weinman.

Written Assignment: ODaveIopteadwlng questions for Molly@ Pilgrim/Gefilte
Fish in keeping with Bloom® Taxonomy.O

November 6

Group work: cooperative learning
leading a discussion using effective questioning
Guest lecturer: Naomi Towvim, Curriculum Consultant,

Bureau of Jewish Education
Assignment due next week:

Students will select strategies and content of interest, reading appropriate chapters
in The Ultimate Jewish Teacher’s Handbook. These strategies may indude but
not belimited to, thefollowing: storytelling, drama, puppéry, musc, art.

Create a micro-lesson plan using your strategy of choice, written on one of the lesson plan
forms provided or other format you’ve used succesfully, and demonstrate in class.
November 13

Micro-Lesson Demonstrations and Debriefing

Readings for next time:

The Passionate Teacher: pp.133D175



Palmer, Parker J. Ch. 5 Oreachingin Community: A Subject-Centered
EductionOpp.115133 in The Courage to Teach: Exploring the Inner
Landscape of a Teacher’s Life. New Y ork: Jossey-Bass, 1997.

Written Assignment: OBing the 1% draft of your Ani Ma@min Statement to
our next class.O

November 20

Micro-Lesson Demonstrations and Debriefing, Cont@.

Critical Colleagues; QAni Ma@minOStatement (I time allows)
Readings for next time:

Parshat VaYetze, Genesis 28:10D22.

Sherin, Miriam Gamoran. Q/iewing Teaching on Videotape OF ducational
Leadership, May 2000,pp.36 D37.

December 4

Videotapel nvestigations of Teaching and Learning

Landscapes Activity (If time allows) or Critical Colleagues. QAni Ma@minO
Statement

Paley, Vivian Gussin. Quistening to Children.OHarvard Educational Review, Vol.
56,No0.2, May 1986 pp. 122131

December 11
A Text Study. Exploring Elements of Dispute

The hidden curriculum: What is your Ani Ma@min?

December 18

Final Presentations

January 8



Final Presentations

January 15

Modds of Transmission in Jewish Education
Course Evaluation and Celebration



