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The goal of the course is mastery of Bereshit, in its own right, in its historical and literary
context, in its canonical setting, and as read in Jewish tradition. The learning process will
entail acquisition of content and honing of interpretive method.

The course is structured upon small units of texts from Genesis, studied in order, with
most units covered twice, in sessions labeled respectively “Peshat” and “Derash.” In the
“Peshat” sessions, we read the biblical text closely, focusing upon semantics, grammar
and syntax, historical context, poetics, cognate writings, supplemented by modern
secondary scholarship. The “Derash’ sessions will cover selected exegetical writings
through the ages, culled primarily from Bereshit Rabbah and Medieval glossators in
Mikraot Gedolot.

The major portion of the year’s work involves rigorous preparation for class
sessions. Students will be “tested” through their active participation in the classroom, and
occasional short quizzes. In advance of each session, a study guide will be distributed,
and I will be available for consultation in the Beit Midrash on a regular basis. In addition,
to ongoing preparation and participation, there are two papers, each 10-12 pages in length
each due at the semester’s end. The topics for the papers are to be chosen by individual
students, within the following guidelines: The first paper is to be “Peshat” based (as
defined in our course) and must come from the section of Genesis covered in the first
term. The second paper is must engage a Genesis segment covered in the latter half of
the year, treating the Torah “as interpreted in Jewish tradition.” Guidelines for the papers
will be reviewed in due time, and session16 is devoted to research resources and
strategies.



Materials

* A clean Hebrew-only Tanach. The Koren edition is recommended but
not required.

* Shai Cherry Torah Through Time [TTT] (JPS, 2007)
* Mikraot Gedolot Haketer, Bereshit 2 Vols.(Bar Ilan)

* Bereshit Rabbah, Hamevoar vocalized edition recommended but not
required.

* All other assigned readings will be distributed or found on reserved
(system TBD)



1M 9/8* PETICHTA V’HAQDAMAH * Orientation and Introduction
3 in One and Do We Teach Bible?

2Th 9/11* HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

David J.A. Clines “Methods of Old Testament Interpreation”

3 M 9/15* MIDRASH BPOVERVIEW

Articles from Jewish Study Bible- Rabbinic Interpretion and Midrash

4Th 9/18* MEDIEVAL PARSHANUT - OVERVIEW

Article from Jewish Study Bible — Medieval Interpretation

Cherry TTT - Intro

5M 9/22* CREATION | - Peshat

Translation, Comparative Method, Gender Criticism, Theology, P

Gen 1-2:4
Assyrian Letters “Image of God”

6 Th 9/25* CREATION II - Peshat

Comparative, Source and Canonical Criticism J

Gen 2:4-3:24

Atra-Hasis, Tablet I in Dalley, Myths From Mesopotamia, p.9-18
7Th 10/16* CREATION | BDerash

TTT 1

Primordial Torah BR 1:1 “Petichta’ of Rabbi Oshaya the Great”

8 M 1020* CREATION Il BDerash

Snakes and Siyags BR 19:3, ARN A 1



9Th 1023* CAIN AND ABEL, EARLY HUMANITY - Peshat
Contemporary Readings

Gen4, 5

Bill Moyers ed. Genesis: A Living Conversation, p.71-109

10M 10/27* TEXT CRITICISM

Anchor Bible Dictionary — Textual Criticism (OT) Emmanuel Tov
11Th 10/30* Cain and Abel BDerash

TTT 2

12M 113 * NOAH'SARK - Peshat
Comparative, Source Criticism
Gen 6-9,

Gilgamesh Tab. 11 i-iv, Dalley, Myths p.109-116 (ending with "they took me off and
made me dwell far off at the mouth of the rivers."

Richard Elliot Friedman, Who Wrote the Bible, p.50-61

13M 11/40* Tower of Babel - Peshat
Gen 10, 11
Umberto Cassuto , The Documentary Hypothesis I-11I p.5-41

14Th 11/43* Noah, Tower * Derash

15M 11/47* PREHISTORY BReview and Overview
Redaction, Review, Myth and Ritual

Gen 1-11

Herbert Chanan Brichto, "The Primeval History: An Overview" p. 183-185, The Names
of God: Poetic Readings in Biblical Beginnings

David Clines, "Theme in Genesis 1-11" Catholic Biblical Quarterly 38 (1976) 483-507
Susan Niditch, "Genesis 1-11 as a Whole", Ch. 4, p. 59-69 in Chaos to Cosmos: Studies
in Biblical Patterns of Creation.

16 Th 11/20* Research/Library Beit Midrash SESSION

17M 12/1* ABRAHAM AND SARAH INTRODUCED - Peshat

Gen 12-14



18 Th 12/4* Abraham and Sarah - Derash

19M 12/8* HAGAR AND ISHMAEL - Peshat

Gender, Comparative, Form Criticism

Genesis 16, Genesis 21:1-21

Jo Ann Hackett, "Rehabilitating Hagar" p.12-27 in Peggy Day, ed. Gender and
Difference in Ancient Israel

Matityahu Tsevat, "Hagar and the Birth of Ishmael" p.53-76 in The Meaning of the Book
of Job and Other Biblical Studies

20Th 12/11* HAGAR AND ISHMAEL - Derash

21M 12/15* Brit and Milah - Peshat
Anthropology, Comparative, Tradition History
Gen 15, 17

Samuel Loewenstamm, "The Covenant Between the Pieces. A Traditio-Historical
Investigation" p.273-280 and "The Divine Grants of Land to the Patriarchs" p.423-425 in
Comparative Studies in Biblical and Ancient Oriental Literatures

Julian Morgenstern, "Circumcision" Ch.IX, p.48-66, in Rites of Birth, Marriage, Death
and Kindred Occasions Among the Semites

22Th 12/18* Brit and Milah BDerash

Bernat “Circumcision” DEJ

23M 12/22* Pause - Reflection

24 M 2/2* SODOM - Peshat

Intertextuality, Political Polemic, Gender, Ethics

Gen 18-19,
Judges 19-21, I Samuel 11 [Read once closely]



25Th 2/5* Sodom - Derash

26 M 2/9* AKEDAH : THE NEAR SACRIFICE OF ISAAC * Peshat

Literary, History of Religion,

Gen 22

Exodus 13:1-16; Exodus 23:14-19; Lev 27:28- 29; Numbers 3:5-16;

Judges 11:29-40; II Kings 3:4-7, 24-27 [Read once closely]

Gen 21:22-34, Gen 23 [Skim]

Erich Auerbach, "Odysseus' Scar" p.3-23 in Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in
Western Literature

27Th 2/12* Akedah - Derash

28Th 2/19* ISAAC AND REBECCA - Peshat
Gen 24-25:26
Commentary Assignment - TBA.

29 M 2/23* Isaac and Rebeccah - Derash

30Th 2/26* WIFE/ SISTER - Synthesis
Source Criticism, Compositional History
Gen 12:1-10, Gen 20, Gen 26:1-33

Genesis Apochryphon Col, 19-20

E. A. Speiser, Anchor Bible Genesis Commentary p.xxxi-xxxiii, Comment Section 15,
p-91-94, Comment Section 25, p.150-152

Samuel Sandmel, "The Haggadah Within Scripture" Journal of Biblical Literature 80
(1961) 105-122

31M 3/2* JACOB, ESAU AND THE BIRTHRIGHT - Peshat
Form Criticism, Oral Tradition

Gen 25:19-34, 26:34-35, 27, 35

Gen 36 [Skim]

Hermann Gunkel , Legends of Genesis, 13-36 [R]
32Th 3/5* JACOB AND LABAN, RACHEL AND LEAH - Peshat

Comparative, Feminist Readings
Gen 28:1-9, 29-32:1

Anita Diamant, The Red Tent, Ch.1, p.7-25 [R]



33M 3/9* JACOB AT BETHEL AND JABBOK - Peshat
Gen 28:10-22, 32:23-33

Gen 32:1-22, Gen 33 [Read once through]

1 Kings 12

34Th 3/12* Jacob | BDerash

35M 3/16* Jacob || - Derash

36Th 3/19* RAPE OF DINAH - Peshat
Gen 33:18-20, Gen 34
Stephen Geller “Rape of Dinah” Sacred Enigmas

37M 3/23* Dinah - Derash

38Th 3/26* TAMAR AND JUDAH, REUBEN AND BILHAH - Peshat
Gen 35:21-22, Gen 38
Commentary Assignment TBA

39M 3/30* TAMAR AND JUDAH, REUBEN AND BILHAH. - Derash

40 M 4/6* YOUNG JOSEPH - Peshat

Source Criticism

Gen 37

Edward Greenstein, "An Equivocal Reading of the Sale of Joseph" Ch. 7, p. 114-125 in
K. Gros Louis ed., Literary Interpretations of Biblical Narratives II

41 M 4/20* Young Joseph - Derash

42Th 4/23* JOSEPH IN EGYPT - Peshat

Folklore

Genesis 39-41

Gerhard von Rad, "The Joseph Narrative and Ancient Wisdom", p.292-300 in The
Problem of the Hexateuch and Other Essays

Lawrence Wills, "Court Legends in Early Hebrew Literature" p.49-55 in The Jew in the
Court of the Foreign King

43 M 4/27* Joseph in Egypt - Derash



44Th 4/30* JOSEPH AND HISFAMILY REUNITED - Peshat

Text Criticism

Gen 42-48, Exodus 1:1-7

W. Lee Humphreys "Novella", p. 82-96 in George Coats ed., Saga, Legend, Tale,
Novella, Fable: Narrative Forms in Old Testament Literature

45M 5/4* Joseph and His Family BDerash

James Kugel, "Joseph in the Bible", p. 13-27 in In Potiphar's House: The Interpretive Life
of Biblical Texts

46 Th 5/7* DEATHBED bPoery, Peshat
Gen 49-50

47M 5/11* Deathbed BHistory, Peshat
48 Th 5/14* Deathbed, Shema Yisrad DDeras
49 M 5/18* Transition, Exodus

50Th 5/21* Chatimah WRAP-UP



